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The Bare Root Street Tree Planting project is a joint effort of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Tree Tenders program, the Philadelphia Department of Parks and Recreation and volunteers from the West Mount Airy Neighbors Streetscapes Committee.  The program works to restore tree cover in southeastern Pennsylvania by planting street trees.
For more information about PHS and Tree Tenders see: http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/phlgreen/current-trees.html
Exactly what is a street tree, and how does it differ from a yard tree?

In Philadelphia, The Department of Parks and Recreation (PP&R) has authority over street trees.  Street trees are trees planted along city streets between the street/curb and the sidewalk.  This area is also known as the ‘tree lawn.’ PP&R must inspect and issue permits for trees to be planted in this area.

A yard tree is a tree planted on your property between the sidewalk and your house.  PP&R does not have authority over yard trees. 
How do I get a tree planted through the Bare Root Planting Project?

The first step is to contact the WMAN Streetscapes Committee, which submits owner applications in West Mount Airy.  Only groups can submit applications through this program, not individual property owners.  Make sure you meet the deadlines of your local group.  The deadline for Spring 2013 applications is October 24.  
Applications can be downloaded from the WMAN website: include direct link
The WMAN Streetscapes Committee will be submitting a group application for residents of West Mt Airy and will be pleased to work with you and answer any of your questions.
Your next step is to read and submit the owner request form; be sure to read what your responsibilities will be as an owner of a street tree funded through this project.  

I live in a rented house; may I request a tree, too?
Only the property owner may submit a request to plant a street tree.  If the owner rents out the house, the important issue is long-term tree care, particularly watering.  The owner must submit, with his/her request, a tree care plan that covers the two-year tree establishment period.  A renter interested in planting a tree must get the owner’s approval and signature on the application form along with a tree care plan, also covering the two-year tree establishment period.  The individual responsible for tree care must be identified on the application.  Owners of apartment buildings may also submit request forms, and here again, the issue will be tree care, especially weekly watering.  We should add that planting street trees adds considerably to property values; that should get the owner’s attention.
How much will it cost me for a tree?

Thanks to various grants associated with the Bare Root Planting Project, the trees and stakes will be free to property owners; concrete removal (if required) will be free also if funds are available.  You will need to commit to caring for the tree after it has been planted.
How do I select which species of tree I want to plant?

Staff of PP&R will select the species of all street trees.  In each case, availability of species from tree nurseries will be a major factor along with site conditions such as overhead utility lines and the width of the tree lawn.  If you have preferences regarding the species you want planted, please state them on your owner request form in the ‘Comments’ section.  PP&R has a list of recommended street trees for our area:

http://www.fairmountpark.org/RecommendedTreeList.asp
You may also want to consult DCNR information concerning native plants and trees:


http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/wildplant/native.aspx

How many trees may I request?

There is no defined number.  The limit depends on how much space you have available for street trees.  It is possible that PP&R staff will give an owner permission for some but not all trees that have been requested.
When will I know whether my request to plant a street tree has been approved?

The Streetscapes Committee expects to hear back from PHS a month or two before planting which is generally April in the spring and November in the fall. We will notify you as soon as possible after we are notified.
What will determine whether my request is approved?

The major factors are location and suitability of the site for a street tree or trees.  Among the criteria used by the PP&R inspector are:
· A minimum 3x3 foot size tree pit is preferred; larger where possible.

· Trees must not be located in front of steps, doorways, or alleyways, or between handicapped parking signs.

· Trees must not be planted in front of homes that are posted for sale.

· Trees must be 30 feet from stop signs, traffic lights, and street corners.

· Trees must be 15 feet from light poles, utility poles, and fire hydrants.

· Trees should be 15-30 feet from other trees (depending on mature size and form).

· Trees must be 5 feet from driveways, manhole covers, storm drains, and main utility lines.

· The edge of a tree pit must be at least 18 inches from utility lines (or soil must be dug by hand).

· The edge of tree pit must be at least 36 inches (3 feet) from steps, stoops, or walls to allow 3 feet of unobstructed sidewalk. (This is mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act.)

Once your planting site has been approved, PHS staff will determine how many trees can be funded during a given planting cycle and whether your site can be planted for this round.

When will the street trees be planted?

We are not certain of the precise timing, but it is generally early April(spring) and  mid-November (fall).

Who will plant my street tree?
The WMAN Streetscapes Committee will organize the planting effort.  We will ask for neighborhood volunteers, but we will also need the participation (to the extent possible) of property owners on planting day.

How difficult will planting this tree be?

It depends on the way they come from the nursery: how they are grown and how they are shipped.  
If the trees are sent balled and burlapped, the tree is scooped out of the ground for transplanting; they are heavier to manage and require more muscle to plant.
If the trees are prepared bare root, the entire root system of the tree is removed, and the soil is taken off; as a result, they are very light and easy to handle, even if they are quite tall.  This is generally the condition of the trees planted through this program.

Container trees are trees grown in large buckets; they are heavier than bare root trees since they have a lot of soil, but usually not as heavy as balled and burlapped trees. 
There are many good web sites that explain the difference in planting methods, among them: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5303.html.
What do I do once the tree is planted?

Your most important task is to water your tree roughly 10-15 gallons of water per week for the first two years after planting.  This is the critical period in which a tree establishes itself in the surrounding soil.  If a young tree does not have sufficient water, its root system will not develop well enough in its new environment and it will suffer markedly.

Additional tree care required will be mulching the tree pit and keeping it free of weeds and debris, keeping stakes upright and ties in good order, and protecting the tree from damage. 

You will receive additional information on tree care from the Streetscape Committee when your tree is planted and Streetscapes Committee coordinators will be available to answer additional questions at any time.
How can I learn more about street trees?
The web pages of UC Green are very informative.  UC Green is a neighborhood 501(c) (3) non-profit organization promoting community greening in University City and West/Southwest Philadelphia neighborhoods.  Its main site is http://www.ucgreen.org and has great links to information about street trees and tree care. 
If you would like to get involved in neighborhood efforts and learn more about street trees and their care, consider enrolling in the Tree Tender workshop series offered by PHS.   For further information on Tree Tenders, go to the PHS home page at http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org and look for the current links on Tree Tenders and Philadelphia Green in general.
Tell me more about the WMAN Streetscapes Committee.

The WMAN Streetscapes Committee was formed in 2007 soon after WMAN established a Quality of Life Committee in 2006.  Its goal is to promote and coordinate environmental improvements along the streets of West Mt Airy.
The Committee has been active in organizing and participating in landscape improvements at the intersection of Allen’s Lane and Lincoln Drive and proposed improvements at Lincoln Drive and Johnson Street (the Mt Airy Gateway Project).  It has worked with SEPTA and local groups on landscape related issues involved in the renovation of the Allen Lane R8 station.  It has, and is actively involved in working with property owners, volunteers and trained Tree Tenders to plant more trees along West Mt. Airy’s Streets.  Long-term projects include exploring and attempting to resolve recurring conflicts with PECO and SEPTA over the issue of street tree pruning.  The Committee has also offered workshops on pruning to interested residents and has trained local Scouts to assist in tree planting.
For further information and to become actively involved in the committee’s work, please contact Doris Kessler streetscapes@wman.net .  Committee information is also available through the WMAN web site: www.wman.org.
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